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Supporters of the
Fatah party held a
photo of Mahmoud
Abbas at a rally in the
West Bank town of
Ramallah on Monday.

Future of Palestinian Authority is in question

By Ethan Bronner

Published November 9, 2009 (NY TIMES)

RAMALLAH, West Bank - The our posts. You think anybodythe case, they say, the Palestinian
collapse of thePalestinian will stay after he leaves?0 Authority, which administers
Authority, IsraelOs negotiating Palestinian affairs in the
partner, was raised as § Abbaswarned last weethat OccupiedWest Bankand serves
possibility on Monday, as severfle would not participate in@S & Pprincipal actor in peace
aides to its presidentjahmoud pglestinian elections he calle@egdotiations with Israel, could be
Abbas said that he intended tGoy, to take place in January. Bugndangered.

resign and forecast that othefige has threatened several times
would follow. before to resign, and manyFour top ofpcials made the same
viewed this latest step as a plgoint in separate interviews. Mr.
Ol think he is realizing that hey a Hamlet-like leader upsef\bbas, they say, feels at a total
came all this way with the peacever Israeli and American policyimpasse in negotiations with the
process in order to create &lany also noted that the votdsraeli government of Prime
Palestinianstate, but he sees nmight not actually be held, giverMinister Benjamin Netanyahu
state coming,Gaeb Erekatthe the Palestinian political fracturavho has declined to commit to a
chief Palestinian peaceand the unwillingness dlamas Palestinian state based on the
negotiator, said in an interviewwhich controls Gaza, tol1967 borders, including East
0OSo he really doesnOt think thewaticipate. Jerusalem. Mr. Netanyahu favors
is a need to be president or to negotiations without
have an Authority. This is nofin the days since, however, higreconditions.

about who is going to replacgojleagues have come to believe
him. This is about our leavinghat he is not blufbng. If that is (continues next page)
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(from previous page) Israel as OterrorismO and saying that the second intifada was
wrong. He gained the conbdence of former hard-liners like

Azam al-Ahmad, head of thEatah bloc in the PalestinianAriel Sharonand Ehud Olmert and he was widely admired
Legislative Council, said that he spoke with Mr. Abbas @h the Israeli left. Some of those on the left now worry
Saturday and that the Palestinian president was likelyd@§Ply about his decision, blaming the Israeli government.
resign in the next month or so.

As Ephraim Sneh, a former liberal cabinet minister, wrote in

ONobody will accept to be president under this situatig!@pinion article in the daily newspaper Haaretz on Sunday,

Mr. Ahmad said. OWe could witness the collapse of @& conduct of Abbas, the most courageous partner we
Palestinian Authority.O have had, is in large measure a byproduct of our missed

opportunities.O

Ali Jarbawi, the minister of planning, spoke in similar terms

in an interview, asking: OWhy do we need anybody to tak&Riseveryone regrets the expected departure of Mr. Abbas,
place if the whole process is failing? If the authority is g&@gng his problem is not Mr. Netanyahu but the fact that he
to go on forever, who needs it?0 But he suggested the0e not control Gaza and has no way of gaining control of
crisis was aimed at persuading the United States and EulopEhose critics, even moderate Israelis, say that a year ago

to become more active|y involved in bringing about a tvM[. Olmert, while still |Srae|©s prime miniSter, offered Mr.
state solution. Abbas a deal that included nearly all of the West Bank, land

swaps for limited settlement blocks and shared sovereignty

The Palestinian Authority was set up in 1994 as an inte(r)|\|£r(1ar Jerusalem. But Mr. Abbas turned it down.

governing body on the way to proper statehood, but that

process stalled long ago with the second intifada in 2000 &, after brst agreeing not to press Weited Nations
Israel®s reoccupation of the West Bank. report by a team led by Judge Richard Goldstone of South

Africa, which accused Israel and, to a lesser extent, Hamas,

The ofbcials who spoke said they were no longer interesté’& jpar crimes during the recent_ Qaza war, he_ reverseq
Fltlon, thus prst upsetting Palestinians, then ruf3ing Israelis.

being part of an artibce that effectively masked Israe

occupation. While others might come forward to take their

places, the new leaders would lack legitimacy with @fobasOs tenure as ArafatOs successor has proved &

Palestinians. unmitigated disaster,O David Horovitz, editor of The
Jerusalem Post, a newspaper that leans right of center, wrote
Since the 2007 split between the West Bank, dominateﬂt')%?y' QHe lost the Palestinian par_llamentary elect|_ons o
., amas in 2006. He lost Gaza physically to Hamas in the
Fatah, and Gaza, run by Hamas, parallel authorities have
; : oup of 2007.
been established that refuse to recognize one anoﬁwe,

blurring the legal debnitions in Palestinian politics. . ) ]
OHe lost much of Israel in spurning Olmert, and even more

igysrael, right now, in leading the calls for the Goldstone-

What is clear is that Mr. Abbas and those who work closgely; . . . p :
ﬁltated international prosecution of Israel,O Mr. Horovitz

with him were shocked when the United States backped

. ~said. OAnd, with quite spectacular ineptitude, he has managed
on a demand that Israel freeze settlement building in fhe. ) o
West Bank. 0 sSimultaneously doom himself among the Palestinians over

the selfsame issue.O

Mr. Netanyahu met wittPresident Obaman Washington on gg Abbas misunderstood the political signibcance of the

Monday night, and Mr. AbbasOs threat to leave oftoce algstone report, some who know him say, because like the
been expected to be a part of their talks. When Secretar 01‘]I port, Y.

State Hillary Rodham Clintonwas in Jerusalem last wee raelis and Americans he actually has little faith in
y irfternational bodies like the United Nations. He felt

she asked Mr. Netanyahu to include in negotiating gume“ﬁﬁﬁ%sided when attacked over this by some of his own aides

specibc references to the creation of a Palestinian state Wltth b lead dth itched it th ;
the 1967 borders and in Jerusalem. He declined. Presi@&ft/\rab '€aders, an en switched positions on the report.

Obama took his time before granting the prime ministerOs
request for a meeting. The aides said that given the split with Hamas, frequent

accusations of being an Israeli collaborator and the

Mr. Abbas, who is 74, is not only the president of tﬁ(ranencan reversal on a settlement freeze, Mr. Abbas had

Palestinian Authority, but also the chairman of Bedestine Simply lost any appetite for staying in power.

Liberation Organizationand the chairman of the Fatah .

political movement. Known as Abu Mazen, he took ov/gHe feels betrayed on all sides,O said Nasser al-Kidwa, a

from Yasir Arafatupon Mr. ArafatOs death bve years ago EH@ner Palestinian foreign minister.

was hailed by Israeli and American leaders as a very different

man. But while aides and colleagues of Mr. Abbas say they
understand, they also fear his departure, and many have been

Rather than military fatigues, Mr. Abbas wore suits. He ma#§ing him to stay. Some thousands turned out t urge him to

a point of condemning Palestinian military actions agaif8@nge his mind when he appeared in Hebron and
Bethlehem on Sunday.


http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/a/yasir_arafat/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/a/yasir_arafat/index.html?inline=nyt-per
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The maneuvers of the coming week
will be complicated, and for Mr. Abbas
to change his mind there will have tc
be clear gains.

Martin S. Indyk vice president of the;(;/-

Brookings Institutiorand an adviser to
George J. Mitchellthe administrationOs
envoy to the Middle East, was no!

optimistic. A T~

OAt the end of the day, | fear that th *
United States, Israel and the Arabs w':ik
fall short of meeting Abu MazenC
requirements for staying on,0 he saiff§s
OMore than likely, we are entering &%§
, o
new era.O EN

mark the anniversary of the fall of théech Walesa the former shipyard
wall on Nov. 9, 1989, calling it Oa day wlorker who led the Pbght against

celebration for all of Europe.O Moscow-backed Communism in
Poland, pushed over the brst domino,
By Nicholas Kulish and Judy Dempsey Mr. Brown said, OBecause of yoffPecting PolandOs leading role in
Published: November 9, 2009 (NY TIMES o e i i
vhlishied: Tovember ( ) courage, two Berlins are onawo Eastérn EuropeOs campaign against
Communism.

Germanys are oneand now two

BERLIN N Chancellor Angela Merkel b
ﬁuropes are one.O

led a gathering of world leaders i

GermanyOs capital Monday for a ;
celebration of the night 20 years earlide the disappointment of Germarf®'oss the Bornholmer Street bridge,

when theBerlin Wallfell. leaders, President Obamadid not &ccompanied by Mr. Walesa, who later
attend but made a video statemerR€Came president of Poland, and
introduced by Mrs. Clinton. OLet udikhail S. Gorbachevthe last leader of
never forget Nov. 9, 1989, nor thine Soviet Union. In so doing they
sacribces that made it possible,0 fftraced the steps of the brst East

. Qbama said. He added that Othel{éermans,_ herself included, surging to
a West Berlin 20 years ago.

Earlier in the day, Mrs. Merkel walked

Prime Minister Gordon Brown of
Britain, PresidentNicolas Sarkozyof
France and PresidenDmitri A

Medvedev of Russia, as well
Secretary of StateHillary Rodham could be no clearer rebuke of tyranny,

Clinton, made a ceremonial processionc < could be no strong_er afbrmation .
with Mrs. Merkel throu%h the© freedom,O than the sight of peoplewas at the Bornholmer Street crossing
Brandenbu}g Gate, which for decadetgaring down the wall. point that East Berliners peacefully
stood in the no mar,1C~)s land between East ended the division of their c!ty. Crowds
and West Berlin The event swung from festive, withwelled the former .checkpomt after an
' appearances by the tenoPlicido East German ofbcial announced that,
rJ%omingo and the rock band Bon JoviVith immediate effect, travel restrictions
the mournful, as when Mrs. Merkef’ould be eased. Rather than use
iolence to force the masses of people

ointed out the importance of recallin
t Nov. 9 was also the date in 1938 BRck.the guards opened the gate

The anniversary has provided Germa
and people around the once-divide
continent with an opportunity to rel3ec

upon the successful reunibcation : :
Germany and the once-unthinkabl e'Na2|-Ied attacks on JeW|sh.peopIe,

integration of countries from the forme usinesses and places of worship knd\n_n the crowd on : Monday, Lo'Fhar
Warsaw Pact intoNATO and the 2° Kristallnacht. Binder, 72, a retired tram_ drlyer,
European Union recalled walking across the bridge in the

A long line of 1,000 oversize domino&&ly morning after the checkpoint

Olt is also possible to overcome the - toppled along the route of the walpened o Join .a huge party ‘of
P as a symbol of its collapse in the hea@grmans celebrating the moment on

barriers of our own time, just as w : - thie KurfYrstendamm, in the west of the
succeeded in bringing this about in thi?YS of 1989 when dlctatorshlptgty.

divided city in 1989,0 Mrs. Merkel tolffMPled across Eastern Europe.
the crowd that had assembled in rain to
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On Monday, he said he planned t¢
repeat that same walk Ojust
remember, to walk and to look aroun
and to see how things changed.O Bef
that day, Mr. Binder said, he had mads
his last trip to the western part of th®
city in 1961 as the wall began to ta
shape. Ol think it is wonderful thg
things turned out the way they did,O
said.

Jens Pepper, 45, an art critid
remembered seeing the brst little Eg
German Trabants driving into West
Berlin in the early hours of Nov. 10.

ARTICLE ABOUT: CLIMATE CHANGE

Olt was clear that in this moment wor
history was being written, and tha
something irreversible was happening
said Mr. Pepper, who has since moved
eastward and now lives a short walk .

from the former Bornholmer Ahead of Washington

checkpoint in the former East Ber"r\/iSit Ban expresses

neighborhood of Prenzlauerberg. . .
belief in climate change

More than 1,000 people lined theig|ks
bridge Monday night under gray skies
and a steady drizzle to hear th@ovember 9, 2009 - UN News Center

Secretary General Ban Ki-moon is fully involved
in the discussion of the road to Copenhagen.

OThose are the three key issues where
there still needs to be agreement, and

they are precisely the issues where
heads of State and heads of

government need to be engaged

because those issues are so important
for the overall economic development of

the countries that you cannot expect the

negotiators themselves to make a

move,O he added.

Asked why, in that case, Mr. Ban was
conbdent, he replied: OBecause they can
be resolved, thatOs why.O That
conbdence is based on his recent
conversations with world leaders in
which everyone wants to have a deal in
Copenhagen, Mr. Pasztor said.

OThere is tremendous interest and while
weOre not quite there yet, the willingness
is there to make it happen, so it is not a
question of whether or not weOre going
to have a deal, itOs a question of how
weOre going to make sure that we get a
good deal in Copenhagen and the
Secretary-General is convinced that it is
possible and therefore it will happen,O
he added.

chancellor speak, but their loudest
cheers came when she thanked Mgecretary-General Ban Ki-moon todayporld governments are seeking to agree
Gorbachev for the reforming attitude hesoiced conbdence for an agreemefs a successor to the Kyoto Protocol, the
brought to the Soviet leadership thanext month on Pghting global warming 997 treaty that committed 37
helped make the events of that historigven as key issues remain unresolveddystrialized States to cutting emissions
night possible. OYou courageousfipy before he travels to Washingtogy an average of 5 per cent against
allowed things to happen, and that wals.C. to discuss with senior ofPcials anthoo levels over the period from 2008
much more than we could havecongressional leaders what worlgh 2012.
expected,O Mrs. Merkel said to chants @bvernments expect in terms of the
OGorby! Gorby! Gorby!O United StatesO role. On Friday, as the last preliminary
. negotiations before Copenhagen
But many Russians remain divided off The Secretary-General is conbdentapped up in the Spanish city of
the closing chapter of the cold Wa,_t,hat governments will reach agreemerBarcelona, Yvo de Boer, Executive
during which the Soviet empirel® Copenhagen on the fundamentaBecretary of the UN Framework
collapsed, and in particular over théSSues that will form the substance of @onvention on Climate Change
question of whether Western power§9@lly binding international agreemenfuUNFCCC), said developed countries
have kept their promises in thevhichis the end goal for guiding actioRvould need to provide at least $10
negotiations that led to the reunibcatioRN climate change,O the Director of Million to enable developing countries to

of Germany. BanOs Climate Change Support Teaimediately develop low-emission
Janos Pasztor, told a news conferencegfpwth and adaptation strategies and to
In an interview with the German hc YOrk on the upcoming summit inbuild internal capacity. END

magazine Der Spiegel, Mr. Medvede\t/he Danish capital. ; e

said: OAfter the disappearance of they, . in all likelihood it will not be -
Warsaw Pact, we were hoping for a

. . . ossible to complete all the worl: ,‘
higher degree of integration. But Whaﬁeeded for a legally binding agreemer, ",

have we received? None of the thing‘[i Copenhagen. he said, the meetin T
1 - i

that we were assured, namely th 5 2
NAT Id d dless ould make clear what needs to b__"
O would not expand en eSSydone in the three core fundamenta 4

e akone oo bsles that remin unesolved 713
y ““ambitious mitigation targets in the™ :

developed countries, how to consid

. . . > :';"'..
He continued, ONATO remains amijtigation actions in developing \#;

-
-

military bloc whose missiles are pointeghuntries, and Pnancing.
toward Russian territory.O END
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Obama Afprms Climate Change Goals

By John M. Broder
November 18, 2008 (NY TIMES)

President-eledarack Obamain strongly-worded OMy presidency will mark a new chapter in
remarks to a gathering of governors and foreigmericaOs leadership dimate changehat will
ofbcials on Tuesday, said he had no intentionstfengthen our security and create millions of new
softening or delaying his aggressive targets jédus in the process,0 Mr. Obama said.

reducing emissions that cause the warming of the

planet. State ofbcials and environmental advocates were

cheered that Mr. Obama choose to address
Speaking by video to a climate conference in Lasnate change as only the second major policy
Angeles, Mr. Obama repeated his campaign vasea he has discussed as president-elect. In a press
to reduce climate-altering carbon dioxideonference and television interview last week he
emissions by 80 percent by 2050, and invest $3a@ that his brst priority as president will be to
billion in new energy-saving technologies. revitalize the economy.

ONow is the time to confront this challenge oritke bipartisan summit meeting was convened by

and for all,O Mr. Obama said. ODelay is no longenold Schwarzeneggethe Republican governor

an option. Denial is no longer an acceptabtd California, who has been a leader in state

response.O efforts to regulate greenhouse gases, even when it
meant confronting the Bush administration over

Some industry leaders and members of Congréggnore hesitant approach. Attendees included the
have suggested that Mr. ObamaOs climate propg@¥4ernors of lllinois, Florida, Wisconsin and
tax on coal, oil and natural gas N and Sh0u|ﬂati0na| climate Change plan. Ofpcials from 22
similar to Mr. ObamaOs plan failed to clear thdlina, India and Indonesia, as well &mited
Senate earlier this year, largely because Ngtions aides and environmentalists, also are
concerns about its impact on the economy. taking part in the two-day meeting.

Mr. Obama rejected that view, saying that his pldf. Schwarzenegger announced the meeting in
would reduce oil imports, create jobs in energPteémber in part to signal to Washington and the
conservation and renewable sources of enef§{? presidential candidates that the states were

and reverse the warming of the atmosphere. serious about moving forward wiIh climate
legislation with or without WashingtonOs blessing.

ARTICLE ABOUT:
CLIMATE CHANGE

President of the USA,
Barack Obama,
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California enacted a sweeping climate bill in 2007|'ruck Carrying F|u

that would have, among other things, imposed

strict mileage and emissions standards on all ¢ i

and trucks sold in the state. More than a doze??gaCCIne Supply IS
other states adopted the standards, but they WeStolen

struck down by the Bush administration last

December on the ground that the states did NGy onica Davey

have the legal authority to regulate greenhous@vember 6, 2009 (NY TIMES)

gases.

CHICAGO N The swine Ru vaccinkas become
OWhen California passed its global warming laav coveted commodity all over the country, but
two years ago, we were out there on an islands@meone in Milwaukee appeared at Prst glance to
Mr. Schwarzenegger said in opening thearry the notion to a new level this week, stealing
conference, Oso we started forming partnership in a refrigerated truck that was hauling 930 of
everywhere we could.O the prized doses.

Mr. Obama said that although he would notThe doses were being returned to MilwaukeeOs
attend a U.N.-sponsored meeting on climaténain storage facility on Thursday evening after a
change next month, he has asked members pfiblic vaccination clinic when one or more people
Congress who are going to report back to him otpok off in the truck, which had been left idling
what the United States can do to reasseend unattended only for moments, the authorities
leadership on global climate policy. said.

He also told the state ofbcials: OWhen | aithe police found the truck 40 minutes later, and
president, any governor whoOs willing to promcsaid the crime appeared to have been inspired
clean energy will have a partner in the Whitenore by the easily available vehicle than by the
House. Any company thatOs willing to invest H1N1 vaccine inside. In fact, the vaccine was all
clean energy will have an ally in Washington. Anébund, apparently untouched and perhaps even
any nation thatOs willing to join the cause wohnoticed.
combating climate change will have an ally in the
United States of America.O The doses will now be sent back to their
manufacturers, although Milwaukee, like
Governor Jim Doyle, Democrat of Wisconsin, saideemingly every other city, has plenty of people
in a telephone interview from Los Angeles that hisoping to get one. OGiven that it was out of our
had been frustrated by what he said was the Bushain of custody, we cannot validate the integrity
administrationOs timid approach to climate issu@$. that vaccine,O said Bevan K. Baker, the city
And he said that despite the current economibealth commissioner.
crisis, it was important to begin long-term efforts
to address global warming.

Ol think we all wish the economy was a lot betts
but | feel very strongly that we canOt back aw
from progress weOve made on really importe
things like climate change,O Mr. Doyle said. Ol
looking forward to having a federal governmer
and a president who will provide real leadershi
and bring the United States into the world on thi:
issue.O El

ARTICLE ABOUT: HEALTH
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As prosecutors considered charges against a ®yefiiNebehay, L. Macinnis, K. Kelland

suspected in the theft, there was other fallout:
department will no longer employ the transp
company involved, Mr. Baker said, and truc
bearing HIN1 doses will now be escorted by

police squad car.

OWweOre prepared to givp Ehis precious carg
appropriate resting placeO N in arms and no

or
%ENEVA, Nov 10 (Reuters) - British drugmaker

ﬁl.?éember 10, 2009 (REUTERS)

axoSmithKline (GSK.L) has agreed to donate
50 million doses of pandemic H1N1 vaccine to
the World Health Organisation for use in
developing countries in coming months, the

WO said on Tuesday.
ses,

he said. EI\@SK, which makes the Pandemrix H1N1 vaccine

Agreement for donation of
pandemic H1N1 vaccine
signhed

November 10, 2009 - WHO Statement

ARTICLE ABOUT: HEALTH

GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) is to donate 50 mill
doses of pandemic H1N1 vaccine to the W
Health Organization (WHO) under an agreem
signed at WHO headquarters in Geneva by
WHO Director-General, Dr Margaret Chan, ai
the Chief Executive Ofpbcer of GlaxoSmithKlIi
Mr Andrew Witty.

"We welcome this very generous donatior
GlaxoSmithKline, which will go to protect t
health of the world's poorest people. This is &
gesture of global solidarity towards those
would not be otherwise able to have access 1
vaccine," said Dr. Margaret Chan. "WHO v
now work to see that these vaccines are distri
to those who need them."

GSK expects to prepare the brst shipmen
vaccine to the WHO by the end of Noveml
The WHO has a list of 95 developing count
that are eligible to receive donated vaccines
aims to secure enough vaccines to cove
percent of the population of these countries.

UPDATE 2-GSK to donate
50 miIn doses of HIN1
vaccine to WHO

being used in pandemic vaccination programmes
in Britain and other European countries, said it
expected to prepare the brst shipments of vaccine
to the WHO by the end of November.

"We expect to start receiving it at the end of the
month or early December and that the full 50
million will come by the end of spring," WHO
spokesman Gregory Hartl told a news briebng.

"We hope it is the brst of many donations," he
added.

The WHO said it has a list of 95 developing
countries eligible to receive donated vaccines, and
aimed to secure enough vaccines to cover 10
percent of their populations. Health care workers
are deemed top priority for the prst batches.

"This is a real gesture of global solidarity towards
those who would not be otherwise able to have
access to the vaccine,"” WHO Director-General
Margaret Chan said in a statement. "WHO will
now work to see that these vaccines are distributed
to those who need them."

GSK and Sanob-Aventis (SASY.PA) are among
some 25 companies producing pandemic vaccine
and other drugmakers including Switzerland's
Roche Holding (ROG.VX) are making antivirals
for use as a frontline H1IN1 drug.

The WHO has repeatedly said the HIN1 vaccines
being produced are safe. Hartl told journalists in
Geneva that young children, because they are so
vulnerable to extreme symptoms from the
pandemic Bu, ought to be protected.

"The trade-off or the balance between risk and
benebt for using an H1IN1 vaccine, we believe,
falls for the moment very much on the side of
benebt,"” the spokesman said.

Staff at the WHO's Geneva headquarters have
not so far been vaccinated for HIN1 in an

organised campaign, though medical personnel
going on mission would be seen as a priority to get
the protection, he said. END



